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BRENDA BARNES PRESIDENT                           

Brenda Barnes was appointed president of USC Radio in 2001 after 
coming to USC as general manager of KUSC in 1997.  She entered 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƛƴ мфур ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǊƛƴŜǘ ǇŜǊπ
formance and musicology at Michigan State University and Notre 
Dame, respectively.  Her undergraduate degree is in music at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  She served as general 
manager at a classical station in Fort Dodge, Iowa.  At WMRA in Har-
risonburg, Virginia, she developed a regional network of stations 
that serves northwestern Virginia.  She then moved to WGUC, Cin-
cinnati where she served as general manager for two years.  Brenda 
has served on the Board of Directors of National Public Radio, the 

Station Resource Group, the Development Exchange and Eastern Public Radio.  She currently 
serves as CFO of the Los Angeles County High School of the Arts (LACHSA) Foundation and as 
a member of the board of Yarlung Artists, a nonprofit that assists young artists in achieving 
their career goals. 

KUSC PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER 

ERIC DEWEESE GENERAL MANAGER  

Eric founded WRKF, the only public radio station in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, and managed the station for 23 years.   During his tenure, 
WRKF had the largest audience per capita of any public radio station 
in the country.  Eric was also a founding member of the Community 
Fund for the Arts, Baton Rouge, LA, a community-wide, united arts 
campaign including workplace giving, major gifts, and corporate giv-
ing.  He received a special recognition award for support of the arts, 
awarded by the Arts Council of Baton Rouge.  He was also a member 
of the Board of Directors of National Public Radio and a founding 
member of Southern Public Radio.  At KUSC, Eric provides strategic 
operational leadership for KUSC; develops goals and strategy for 

KUSC to position the organization as one of the top five cultural institutions in Southern Cali-
fornia;  ensures that KUSC provides outstanding service to listeners and promotes the rich 
arts and cultural community of Southern California; leads an outstanding staff of profession-
als; and manages station resources to achieve organizational goals.  Eric joined KUSC in 
2003. 

Photography by Mark Berndt 

Photography by Mark Berndt 
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KUSC:  BUILDING ON SUCCESS 

Each week, more than 826,200 people listen to 

KUSC, which serves Southern California from north-

ern San Diego County to Santa Barbara/Morro Bay and 

Ŝŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘŜƭƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  ¢ƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ Y¦{/Ωǎ 

audience in perspective, the Walt Disney Concert Hall seats 

2,400 and the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion seats 3,053.  If the Los Angeles Philhar-

monic and the Los Angeles Opera each offer three performances in a week and all 

seats are filled with unduplicated attendees, together these two institutions would 

serve 16,359 people ς less than 3% of the weekly audience served by KUSC. 

Y¦{/Ωǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

achieve a high level of influence.  Today, KUSC is recognized as a regional and na-

tional treasure, one that serves as an experienced and authoritative source of high 

quality classical music programming for listeners throughout the nation and be-

yond. 

 

¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

KUSC accomplishes this by presenting high quality classical music programming, 
and by producing and presenting programming that features the arts and culture 
of Southern California. KUSC supports the goal of the University of Southern Califor-

nia to position USC as a vibrant cultural enterprise in downtown Los Angeles. 

C[!{{L/![ Y¦{/Ω{ aL{{Lhb  

INTRODUCTION 
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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT BRENDA BARNES 

Our first membership drive in FY 2008-09 was 
in October, and we managed to time it per-
fectly for the exact week the stock market 
went into freefall.  Needless to say, we did not 
quite reach our goal.  There were some people 
who advised us that the remaining member-
ship drives would mirror this result.  We never 
believed it.  We knew that our supporters 
would recover from the shock of the crash and 
prioritize support for KUSC.  That is exactly 
what happened.  As a result, KUSC has contin-
ued to thrive under challenging circumstances, 
and we have been moved by how eloquently 
our listeners have described how important  
KUSC is to them and to the community. 

Your support has allowed us to continue to 
produce concert broadcasts featuring the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Opera, 
the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Pacific 
Symphony and others.  We bid farewell to Esa-
Pekka Salonen in live broadcasts of his last 
concerts as music director of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic.  And our talented staff pro-
duced a documentary looking back on Esa-
tŜƪƪŀΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 
and to our community.  We also redoubled our 
efforts to assist the arts community, helping to 
build audiences for the arts during a challeng-
ing economic time. 

One major development this year was our ex-
pansion to the Central Coast.  For years the 
local cable operator in this region provided 
access to KUSC.  The cable operator dropped 
KUSC in the fall, and we soon began hearing 
from distressed Central Coast residents as a 
result.  We were fortunate to find a station to 
purchase in Morro Bay that also served San 
Luis Obispo, Cambria and much of the rest of 
the area.  We began broadcasting as KESC 99.7 
FM in May and we have received many notes 
and calls of gratitude from listeners in that - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

beautiful part of our state. 

A great sadness of this past year was the loss 
of our colleague Gene Parrish, whose voice 
ƎǊŀŎŜŘ Y¦{/Ωǎ ŀƛǊǿŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦ  DŜƴŜ 
was so devoted to the station that he was 
completing productions for us days before his 
death from lung cancer.  He is greatly missed 
by his wife Ellie and his family, his many 
friends, and all of us who were privileged to 
know him, hear him, and work with him.  
Thanks to Gail Eichenthal and Peter Ruten-
berg for their moving tribute to Gene. 

This year has certainly demonstrated the ups 
and downs of life.  However, when you have 
wonderful people in your life, it is much eas-
ier to handle what comes your way.  All of us 
at KUSC are so grateful for you and your sup-
port, that words are inadequate.  Thank you 
for making all the accomplishments high-
lighted in this annual report possible, and do 
not hesitate to contact me at 213-225-7460 
or bbarnes@kusc.org  if you have questions 
or suggestions. 

 

 

BRENDA BARNES 

PRESIDENT, CLASSICAL KUSC 

mailto:bbarnes@kusc.org
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KUSC                                 

YEAR IN REVIEW  

Continuous Support of the Arts in 
Southern California 

In terms of special programs, KUSC enjoyed 
an abundant year that included live operas, 
concerts from overseas, film music tributes, 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ .ŀǊǘŜƭΣ 
holiday celebrations, and festivities sur-
rounding the passing of the baton from the 
[ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎΩǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ 
Maestro, Esa-Pekka Salonen, to the exciting 
youthful phenomenon Gustavo Dudamel. 

KUSC in Morro Bay 

KUSC purchased KXTY in Morro Bay to serve 
San Luis Obispo and the Central Coast.  We 
began broadcasting in May 2009 as              
KESC 99.7 FM.   

�t���[�Œ�����^�š�]�o�o���·�í���]�v������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Southern California! 

KUSC continued to be the most listened to 
public radio station in Los   Angeles as well 
as the largest public classical station in the 
country.  

 Award for Arts Alive  

Los Angeles Times film critic Ken Turan won 
a Los Angeles Press Club award for his film 
reviews for KUSC arts magazine program, 
Arts Alive. 

USC Good Neighbors Campaign 

For the second year in a row, KUSC staff  
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ млл҈ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¦{/Ωǎ DƻƻŘ 
Neighbors Campaign, which supports univer-
sity community partnerships that provide 
valuable enriched programs for its 
neighbors.  

KUSC Tower at Mt. Harvard over looking Los Angeles 


